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The Conferonce Committes of the Legislature have
agread upon a bill calling & Convention. The electitn 15
1o take place on the fourth Tuesday in April.  Colored
men are allowed to vote, but rebols snd deserters kre to
be excluded. The Convantion 18 to mesi at Albany on
the fourth Tueaday in June,

OFFICE N, W. CORNER OF FULTON AND KASSAT 878, THE CITY.
—_— The Board of Aldermen met yesterday aftarnoon and
Yolume EEX L cavennrers seassssansnasesisiea Neo. 74 a0 A 1 th P lnting » Ty mpmuud T
—————— ass Washington and urge upon the government the necessity
AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING, of settling the claims of the city for money exponded In
2 ; ith arma,
. . Srosdrar: Brooms | 1901-62 in furnishing United States troops W
.lB:::“F‘ ‘:‘-r \:_..‘_\.. Ax ]lri;:l.:;'ﬂl::'l‘:.rk. ammunition, &e. Tbe Doard took up the oity tax lovy
i cndmenta. A reso-
NEW YORE THEATRE, Broadway, opposite New York for 1367 and concarred in ali the am

Totel—Tiwe Mato Wirn e Mickise Palb—Scoicu Bal
Lans—'ERiRys AND ANDROMEDA.

wooD's TAEATRE, Broadway, opposite St Nicholas
Hotsl,—Lany's Barrue—Kary O'smisie.

GERMAN STADT THEATRE, Nos 45 and &7 Bowery.—
UpisL AVOSTA

DODWORTH'S HALL, %08 nmdnf.-i'mmmn Hanrs
wiie Peurorx His Mimacies—Tux Hean i tae Am—
Tus Inplan Basker TRiox—F ROTEDS.

: WAY HALL, Fourteenth streel—Junas Macoa.
.;ﬂ’.wmmoon. h 8 o'clock—Cant. Woirsoun's Lasy
Baxraovey MATiNEE

SAN FRANDISCO MINSTRELS, 55 Browdway, opposile
the Matropolitan l—In vamin Ermioriax ENvgnrais-
CodR- Simaina, Dascing axp Bunuesques. —Tex Brace
CoOR=+—""aysuruy Curips.

KELLY & LEON'>
nitethe N-w.fm !IWTE,:;%E,';

™ Inﬂm.!:gw
wricires,  Busussquas, 4
Baiier Teovrs—Parn v Pa

x3y, Davoea. EN-
DER~-LEON—MADAGABCAR

FIFTH AVENUE OPERA HOUSRE, Nos, \nd 4 Wasi
;mtr-foun'h ;M'-'G-Blm' & U'-r.:n‘s - ;?.—
riioriaN  MinsTrELsY, Bauiaps, RIQUES, ~Tax
Ucuax Yacnr Hice—Tum Braox Cmoox.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 301 Bowary. —(Cowig
Vocauiaw Neamo Miwsresusy, Bawuzr Div T

lution was adopted to appolnt s janiter for the City Li-
brary ab s salary of $1,000 per aunum.

The Board of Councilmen held no meeting yoesterday,
quorum mnob being present at the call of the rToll

i Brink doclared the Board adjourned till
Monday at four o'clock.

The Board of Health met yesterday, and a lengthy
report from the Banitary Commitice was read. In this
document the coramittes stated that It had reason to
believe the cholera woulg appear in New York this yoar,
and urged that the Legsiature be requested to promptly
provide a suiable place for a quaranune station. Mr.
Bargen favored the sdoption of the report, but did mol
believe that becanss Lhero was cholera in the city last
your it WOuld be cortain to resppear this summer, Tue

Our Financial Situntion—A Message (rom the
Preshdent Wanted,

President Johnson has a better opportunity
than he or any of his predecessors ever had
to make a great name. The question of
our financial situation is one of vost mage
nitude, and the couniry needs a slales-
man fo -handle it. We see it looming up
already above other questione, and in a short
time it must become the paramount and
absorbing ome. If we mistake not the politi-
cal agitation arising out of slavery, the negro
and the war has nearly run its course. At all
events Mr. Johnson can make nothing out of
that. It has passed beyond him. All he has
to"do in this matter is to falthfully execute the
laws which have been passed in s constifu-
tional manuner, however much he may differ
with those who made them. But on the
new and great question of our financial affairs,
upon which parties will be formed here-
after, it Is both bis duty and policy to lay
down a platform of sound principles and to
point out the way of salety for the country.

It is evident the President has begun to

report was adoplea.

The Hodson river bas Lesu wirtually opened Lo com-
merce, and preparsiions have beea made by the nu-
merous stoambost companmles for the summer trade.
Quite » Dember of boats are getting ready to ply be-
tweon thiscity and the different points on the river.
the propeller Nupha made the firgt trip to Hudson City,
arriving thore at o quar-ter past one yeslerday.

&0C.—MASSANIELLO, OF THE FISHOATORER.

CHARLEY WHITE'S COMBINATION TROUPE
Machanica® Mall, 472 B way—Ix & Vimiery or S10HT
AnD Laveuanis EwreRraioaesrs, Uomrs s Bauos?, &
Tus Frxiaw's Oirn

MRS. F. B. CONWAY'S PARE THEATRE, Sroocklyn.—
Hasauoous Grouwn

HOOLEY'SOPERA m]ll’:ss. Brooklyn, —STiorran Mix-
L4

al

A AND RLEsqUEs, —T¥R Brick Cnook.
THE BUNYAN TABLEAUX. Unun_Hall. cornar of

Twenly.-third strest and Broadway, 4t 73%.—Moving Min-
WOR OF TRAR Lariw's LXTY MAGNIFIORNT
scaxed. Matinee Wednesday and saturday at ¥ o'Clock.

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF L}lmll 618 Aroadway. -
Hrap axp Rigmr Aux or Frossr—Tam Wasminarow
Twixs—Wonones 1x Naronar Hinrory, Scissce Axp ART,
Lrovoess DaiLy, Open from 8 4. M. Ul 10P, M.

IN % OF ART (Derby Gallery). 628 Broadway.—
Guawp E or ‘P‘ =Tz RExronrican
Covrr" 1x e Daws or Laxcorx.

B at the Fenian headquarters coatinued brisk
yesterday, Arms and money were still being sent i,
and seversl deputations from circles of the Roberls fac-
tion had arrived and tendered uid to the men in Ireland.

A complimentary dinner was given at Delmonico’s Inat
ovening to John Francis Maguire, M. P., by his Irish
friends in this city. The affair was quite successful,
sod was characterized by able addresses from Charles
0'Conor, who presided; J. F. Maguire, the guest of the
evening; Wm, M. Evarts, Mayor Hoffman and others.

The seventieth Annual Commencement of the Coliege
of Physiclans and Surgeons took place at Steinway Hall
Iast evening. The degree of Doclor of Mediclne was con.
ferred on ninety-nine studeots,

In another column will be found an Interesting arilcle
on the reckless waste of Cruton waler.

TRIPLE SHEET.

New York, Friday, March 13, 1587 .

)

EUROFPE.

By the Atlantic cable wo have a news report dated
yostorday evening March 14.

Four British gunboals have been despatched to Ireland
1o be statioped at “different places in the river Liffey,”
a river which flows from its source in the mountains of
Wicklow to Dublin bay. The Feniam troubles are mot
ended, The insurgenis suffer fatally, It is sawd, from
cold, in the Wicklow mountaing,

The Itallan election returns are ln a very confused
state. Garibaldl heads the opposition to the Cabinet.

Consols closed at 903, for money, 1o Léndon. United
States five- twentics were st 74 in Lopdon. The Liver
pool cotton market clesed firm st an advance of ' of &
penny. Breadstuffs firm.  Provisions steady,

An {mportant debate took piace In the Eoglish House
of Commons on the 28/h of February, on the occasion of
the second reading of the bill for the confed:mation of
the British North American colonfes. Mr. Adderley
moved the measure, Mr. Cardwell supporting it warmly.
Mr. John Bright urged that the people of Nova Scotia
should be afforded time (o0 express = deliberale
opinion on such an important subject, and ridicaled the
idea that any large party in the Unitod States wished to
force the annexation of Canada to the Union, as the
colonists were of thelr own volition gradually adopling
the American plan of government. Mr. Watkin deliv.
ered an d and significant speech in support of
the bill, in the courso of which ho made use of the fol-
lowing “AL the p! t more than
one-balf of the whole North Americam cootinent
was under the dominlon of the RBritish Crown, and
did the homorable member think thai it would be to

The p and proep e condition of the labor
market s ing Iderable intersst g the
0 g of the city, Advanced rates of remu-
, With few pti only, are contemplated by

the men of the bulldmg trades. Shipbullding la dull,
and the mochanics employed in it aro working at re-
dnoed wages, The present unsettled state of ‘the labor
market has been unparalleled for years.

Albert . Ricbardson, formerly a war correspondent of
the Tribune, was shot on Wednesday night last in Amity
street, by Danlel McFarland, a lawyer, whose jonlousy
had beon aroused by a suppnsed impropor intimacy be-
tween Richardson and Mrs, McFarland. Three shots
wore fird, one of which took effect in Richardson's
thigh, but did not inflict a serious wound., Richardzon
declined to prosccute MceFarland. The friends of Mr
Richardson state that there was npo improper inhimacy
betwoen him and Mrs MeFarland, but that the Indy’s
hosband, by his Il treatment had forced her to leaye
hm and iwsitute procceding for a separation. Mr
Riohardaon wus merely acling as bher protector on the
way from the theatre,

A motion wns made in the Bupreme Court, Chambers,
yesterday fin the cases of James A, Pa'terson vs. the
Orange and Alexandria Raliroad Company, and same vs,
the Virginin and Tennesaee Rallroad Company (o strike
out the answers as sham and (Irrelevant, and for jndg.
ment on the ground of frivolousness. The actions were
brought on overdue P of thoss corp De-
cisfon ressrved.

In the Bnpreme Court, Circult, Part 3, an sction was
brought yesterday by Mary Hurley va. Johm McLelland
st al., proprintors of the Broadway and Twenty-third
street line of stages, laying damages at §10,.000 for inju-
ries resalting from the nlleged negligence of & driver of
one of their stages, in running over the plaintiT in 18638
The jury found for the plaioliff fn the sum of $1,000
damages,

An action was bronght vesterday o the Supremo
Court, (jrouit, Part 1, by Wolf Benediot va Bernbard
Wolf for allaged false arrost and imprisonment in March,
1800, laying damages at $2.000. The defondant, It i
alleged, extorted from plaintif §300 and » coniract not
top for false imprisonment as the conditions of

the advantage of the British emy and of civilization

* that one-half of the North American continent should
be anpexed to the United Statgs? * = * Aslong as
they possessed those provinces and adopted a system
that was almoat free trade, it would be impossible for the
United States to pursue what he might call a Japaness
policy. If they could not defand Canada, with the as-
sistance of Cananda, could they defend Ireand?® The ar-
gument that was used for giving np Canada would have
equal force N regard to Ireland. The British empire
waa Indivisible. "

Our special correspondence (rom Vienon and Frank-
fort-on-the- Malpe, with the newspaper mail reporis pub-
lished to-day, contain very valuable matter in detail of
our cable despaiches to the 34 of March,

It will be seen that the poMce and military have tried
to “lasso’’ the Femians with rope in the Kerry moun.
tains, Ircland, but failed to catch even one.

CONGRESS.

In the Senste yosterday several petitions were pre
sented and referved. A bill was reported back formally

th ing the Al Telagraph pany of New
York to make soundings and lay a cable on the Ameri
can coast, Mp. JFomerop inwrodoced a bill authoriziog
the Postmastor Gemersl 10 comiract for tho woekiy
transporiation of & mall bstwoen New York and Bro-
men. Some other busi of an tant nature
waa transoted, after which Mr. Trambull called up the
Supp R uction bill. Mr. Drake offered
an amendment swthorizing the registersd voters Lo de-
cide whetber they should have a convention or not A
lengthy debale emsued, daring which Mr Fessenden
mther than foroe the o of “the South
back into the Usiom he would keep them oub The
was rejootod by = vole of 17 yeas to 27

Lis release, Case still on.

The case of Morris Phelan, the milkman, indictad by
the for the Pre of Crusity to Animals for
inhumanly torturing & large number of cows by keeping
them in a badly ventilated and dark stable, was com-
tinued yestorday before Justios Cornell nt the City Hall
Pollce Court, Brooklyn. Some additional evidence for
the defence was put In and the case adjourned until
Saturday, when the arpuments of counsel will be heard,
Tha president, superi d and attorney of the
New York and Bremen Steamship line, togethor with &
Randy Hook pilot, have been held to ball in the sum of
$1,000 each Lo answer & charge of illegally rasisting the
Marshal while executiog a process against the steamship
Baltic

Tho stock markei was firm yesterday. Gold closed at
14,

fhe stendiness of gold exerted a very favorable in-
flusnce on the t yesterday, and there
wan lesa depression than for snme days. The movement
in breadstuffs comtinued active, and prices agalo ad-
vaneod, Flour waa 10 a 150 better, with exceptional
salan at an nvancy of 16¢. to 25c. Wheat was held firm
at 3¢, & 5o advance, which chooked sales, Corn was
excited by the cable news and advaunced 2o. a do, per
burhel, closing about l1c. below the extrome prices pa‘d.
Pork was firmer, with more doing. Beef and land ruled
staady, with a fair demand. Freighta were quiet.
Whiskey was unchanged. Naval slores were more
active and firmer. Potrolonm was more active,

MISCELLANEOUS.
Oar Pacama correspondence to March 4, reporis the
pravalence of yellow fever at that pori. Bixteen deatbs
from tbe disease had occurred oo board the Uniied Flates

Drake then offered another 1] re
electors to vole by clossd ballois, mad pro.

In the Hoase Mr. Covode offered s resolution calling
for aselect mittes to investigate certaln charges of
irregularitios im the Treatury Deparimont. Mr. Chanier
objecting, the resolution went over. A bill was |ntpo-
duced fixing the time for the election of Represontatives
sud Delogaton 1o Congress ; also ons making alght bours

« 8day's work for all meéchaaks and laborers employed
by the government. A petition asking that the same
priviloges be extended to saliors as are now exlended lo
soldiors wan p i A Iutlon was offered In.
siructing the Committos on Elections to repors whether

Mr. Hunt or Mr. Chillioost was ontitded to tqe seal as
Dolegate from Colorado,

THE LEGISLATURE
In the Senate yesterday several petitions were pro.
sentod for Ahe extension of the Excise law. A pamber
of bills of & locsl chiaracier were reported and introdused,

The New York Barfuce and Underground Rallway bills
wore made the special order for the ovening. The bill
wns paseed appropristing §1560,000 for Hodson river lm.
provementa The bill inoreasing the powers and dutios
of the Metropolitan Board of Heulth was advanced 1o a
third reading. In the evening sowsion the Broadway
Hurfece Railroad bill was taken op.  Several amend.
ments ware offered and adted upon, and the bill was pe.
ported complete, The Metropolitan Rallroad bill was
next takem up, and ordered to & (hird reading On
the eall for the yeas and nays the Broadway Surface
Tisiroad bill was also orllered to & third reading by a
vole of 18 o 11.

In the Asserably bills giving $280,000 Stale ald to ke
«“ostruction of the Whiteball and Plattsburg Railrosd ;
¢ (horising (he Metropolitan Transit Company to build

Aain raliroads In New York, and making an appropria-

i of §250,000 towards the erection of the mow Capl
'l were ordered to m third reading The afterncon
‘*u<ion of the Assembly was devoted principaily to local
Uills. The bill to remove the obstructions from (he
W harves and plore of New York was advanced tos third
riading.  On motion of Mr. Travis the Oross. TowesRail.

moo VIl was taken up and passed by & voue of
Tus Amembly thon adjourned, . —y

o. The Ive ofMver, Jobn Adains,
died on Washington's birthday, and the paymaster and
another oficer were In & eritical state.

Aletier to Minister Romero, dated La Providencia, Feb.
10, states that the French still ocoupied Acapuloo. Gen.
Mego Aivarez, with four thousand men well armed and
equipped, had started to jolu the libersl forces Im the
valley of Mex ico,

The Democratic State Convention of Rhode Inland met
at Providence y day and tod Lyman Pierce
for Governor, and Gideon H. Durfee for Licutenant Gov-
erpor.  Resoluti wore p d denousciog frequont
ionovations npon the lews and trusiing in the Jadiclary
to shiold the people from unwise and arbitrary seta

The Michigan Democratic State Convention met yes-
terday st Detroit, and nominated 8. M. Green for Chief
Justice of the Sapreme Court, and W. M. Ferry, Jr., and
E. Weils for Regenis of he University, Resolutions
were passed declaring the Military ‘bl unconstitational,

'y sad revol LA .

The East Baltimore Conf met st Frederick City
on the 13th inetant, and transsctod a large smount of
businees

The lower bramch of the Massachussus Logislature
ratified the stitutional amend yestorday, by &
vote of 120 yeas L0 20 nays.  Two days previous to the
vole Walker, the colored member, made a long sprech
denouncing the amendment, .y
A large snd enthusisstic meeting of Connsetieud
democrats was held at Middletown yestorday evening.
Bpeeches were made by ex-republicans, and the de-
feat of the showman Barnur .as declared coriain,

Our deapatchies from (he West report the rivers as stil)
rising and flooding the country Ib every directon. Grest
suffering exidted along the Tennessse river In copse.
quenes, and the Mayor of Chatlancogs bad been com.
poiled to seize food for the slarving. Twents-five dead
bodies wore seen floating past Bridgeport, Ala In
Arkansss the same terrible staté of afairs existed.
Twenty-neven lives were lost at Holena.

Our Fredericksburg correspondent mentions a mesting
of negroes in thet city, at which the radical doctrines of
Hannicutt wers denounced by a colored omior.
Elsewhere ia published (he opivion of the United
Slates fupreme Court in the New York tax cases, afirm.
Ing the right of the Siales 0 tax the shares of national
banks and placing the highest judicial construction upon
the National Bank act.

Two prize fighis are annowneed to come off in Call-
fornia—one batween [loonsy Harrw and Tommy Chand.
ler, for §2,600 & side, and the other betwesn Devine and
Johnson, for §300 a side

glve this subject serious attention. The com-
munication we published from the Citizen a
few days ago, which was by authority, shows
this, It is clear, too, that he has some correet
views about our financial situation, though
others are somewhat exaggerated and not
very well defined. Wilh hig strong common
sense and honest purpose he may by earnest
application soon master the subject. True, it
is & comprehensive and difficalt one ; but he
has mapped out for him the experience of
other nations, particularly of England, to
guide him. The dangerons rocks and shoals
upon which other countries have split stand out
prominefnt!yin history, warning us to avoid
them. As the Presideat, then, sees the impor-
tance of this financial question—sees that it
is going to be soon the absorbing one in our
public affairs—we advise him to call around
bim the ablest men of the comntry and to
obtain all the light he can from those
who have made it their study. Then
let him lay before the people and Con-
gress such a comprehensive and statesmanlike
message as will arouse public atteniion, inspire
confilence and lead*to a solution of the diffi-
culties that surronnd us. This is what the
country wants just now, and the opportunity
is a splendid one for Mr. John=on,

In treating the suhjoct of our financial situn-
tion we should begin by laying down certain
fandemental principles. Firat, it i necessary
that the legislation of Cougress in all things
roluting to the maiter should be of sach a eha-
racter as to inspire confidence in the ability of
the government to meet iia Jabilities and poay
the national debt, and in the disposition of the
people to bear taxation for this purpose. We
are convinced that the Amarican people do not
entertain for a moment the iden of repudiation,
nolwithstanding the rather gloomy forebodinga
of the President. Burdensome as the debtis
they wish and intend to pay it. But there
would be a limit to forbearance if the weight
were to be made insupportable by reckless and

exiravagant legislation—by piling up one bur-
den upon another in the manner Congress has
been dolng for some time past. Nor will the
people Le content to have the debt perpetuated,
a8 the debts of Great Brilain und other monar-
chical and aristocratical countries are; for they
would not consent to pay in the way of interest
for all time to come am smount aunnually
greater than the current expendilures of the
government. They do not regard a national
debt a blessing. National debts have proved
a great curse to the industiions masses of
European countries, though they may bave
benefited and sustained monarchical insiitu-
tions and the aristocratic classes through the
mouneyed oligarchies they oreated; but the
people of this country are wise enough to see
that the perpetuation of a great national debt
would be dangerous to our social and republi-
can institutione. We must, therefore, make the
debt as light as poasible and provide for ils
payment in order to establish confidence and
avoid the poesibility of repudiation. 1In
order %o aitain this object Cougress must aban-
don its extravagant legislation in enormous
bounty bills snd other reckless mensures,
Unless there be a change from this extrava-
gance to economy the people will lose confi-
dence and chafe under the burdens imposed

upon them. !

Presidcnt Johlnson should lay such views
ns these before the country and point out
speoifically where retrenchment can be made
and cconomy practised. If he will do this
and show at the same time the wasteful and
reckless legislation of Congress the people
everywhere will applaud him and rally o his
support;} for nothing arouses them more than
that which touches their pockels; and, as we
bave said before, the financial question is going
to be the abzorbing one.

One of the most urgent measures in the way
of economy, as well as for the general interests
of the industrious classes, would be the repeal
of the National Bauk act. The national banks
are drawing tweaty millions & year from the
profita of their circuladion, all of which the
government could save and apply to the
liquidation ot the debt. To accomplish this
it is only necessary to withdraw the national
bank currency, and in place of that lssue legal
tenders. Three hundred millions of the interest
bearing bonda deposited by the banks for their
circulation could be bought up by these legal
tenders and oancelled. Inatead of the banks
receiving the proflis on a cirenlating medium
to which they have no right the government
and people would receive them. That is all
the difference. We should at the mame time
have a beitér and a uniform currency. We
call npon the President, therefore, to take up
this important matler also in the measage we
recommend him to issue,

Another and perfectly falr plan of lessening
the burden of the national debt is to pay off
the adcrulng debt as It becomes due with legal
tendevs. The government could do this at the
market value, the same as individuals. These
legnl tenders sbonld be made convertible, at
the option of the holder, Into three per cent
interest bearing bondsor consols. The velume
of currency would not become excessive, be
cAuse ag 500D A8 money became very abundant
of cheap it would find its way into thewe'
connols. Injustice would be dome to 1o one,
because the action of individual holders of the
nocruing debt and of the legal temder curs
rency would be voluntary, The whole com«
munity would be benefited at the same time,
through a reduction of the interost on the debt
and their taxes.

These mensures, with the establishment of &

permanent sinking fund and a modification of

our revenuelaws 8o s to raise a sufficient reve-
nue, at litile cost, on a few arlicles of luxury
and general use mainly, would lighten the
burden of the debt very much and prevent any
thonght of repudistion. The people would
pay their taxcs cheerfully and bave the happi-
ness of seeing the debt reduced from year to
year, with the prospect of lis liquidation at
no distant day. Will Mr. Johnson take up the
financisl condition of the country with such
views ag these? If be should, he may depend
upon the support of the people. If he should
not, some one else will, and he will lose a
splendid opportunity to immortalize Lis name;
for the question is pressing and its solution
inevitable,

Rallrends and Telegraphs—Necessity of Gove
ernment Contrel.

We recently ealled attention to the revolu-
tion that is about to be effected in our present
railroad and telegraph gystems by the success
of the pneumstic principle, as demonsirated
in London. When it is established that a speed
of from one hundred to one hundred and fifty
miles an hour can be obtained, with the most
perfect safoty and at a great reduction on the
present cost of rallway travelling, it ia easy to
see how it Is going to disturb the interests
embarked in the existing system of locomotion.
Competition will be entirely out of the gues-
tion, and the present railroad corporations will
either have to abandon the fleld or unite their
interests with those of the pneumatic lines.
Although the telegraph companies may not be
affected to the same extent it is evident that
they must suff:r considerably from the oppo-
sition which the speed of transmission secured
by the new principle will create. No one will
pay an exorbitant prico for an abbreviated
and incorrectly worded message or document
when he can have the original placed in his
bands almost as soon as a telegram would
reach him.

But in considering the great changes that the
pnenmatic system most bring about we must
not forget that the ndvantages which it offers
us may be very much curtailed by the efforts
of speculators and moncpolists, unless we take
care to guard against their interference. It
will not do to let the control of a system
which is destined to revolutionize the
whole carrying tinfiic of the couniry pass into
the hands of corporations amenable to no re-
sponsibility. Under our present railroad sys-
tem the comfort, convenienc» and safoty of
the public are mutters of secondary con-
sideration. No provision is made for com-
pelling attention to the proper comslroetion
and mamtenance of lines, to the regularity of
travel or to the facilities ol transmission from
one road to the other. DBuilt without system,
maunaged withont economy and serving merely
to promote the in'cresls of a few great capi-
taliste, 1t is nmo wonder that our railroads
should neither give satisfaction to the public
nor ibe great body of their stockliolders.
Whon, therelore, we undertake the reconatrne-
tion of the entire system, as the adoption of
the pneumsatic principle will compel us to do,
we must lake care that thess canses of com-
plaint slall be guarded against and that the
change shall be one permanently beneficial to
all concerncd.

In France railroads are so manared that
there f8 but litfle chance for individual in-
terests to inlerfere with those of the public.
The supervision established by the govern-
went is extremely stiict, and no detail escapea
its vigilant eye. In the first place, no new
line is allowed to be underiaken unlesa
it conforms to the general plan laid
down by it This secures uniformity
and fucility of transfer as well as
economy in the arrangements of the different
companies. Theu the estimates for consirne-
tion, the amount of capital puid up and the
guarantees for the proper completion and
muintenance of the road in good working order,
have all to be submitted to and to be approved
of by the Mivister of Public Works. The re-
sult is that the French railroads are mot only
the best munaged, but the best paying in the
world.

It is & system of this kind which, without ‘n-
terfering loo much with private enterprise,
would bring the whole of the railroads and
telegraphs of the country under the conirol of
a government department, managed by a enpa-
ble minister, that would best satisly the views
and wishes o our people. We shonld then
liear no more of badly invested ‘capital, of
wasteful coniracts, of monopolies of s'ock or
of wholesale railroad massacres. H these re-
sul's were not reached it would be the fault of
the people al large ; for, the conwrol of the
whole system being in the hands of the govern-
ment, the administration would be responsible
(o them for its shortcomings. At the elections
quesiions of reform in connection with it would
become of leading importance, and thus we
should arrive gradually at the most perfectly
managed and the most economical systems of
locomotion and telegraphing that science and
legislative wisdom can devise.

Geovernment Strenath In the French Legisia-
nre.

The French Legislature is classed into three
bodies, namely, the “right,” or government
party (so called from sitting on the benches to
the right of the speaker, I'Orafewr); the
“lefr,” or opposition party, sitting to the left
of the speaker; the “third party” (ters paril),
siiting as they piease, who correspond with the
independent members of the English Parlia-
ment. The late debale in the Chamber shows
the strength of the three parties, the government
numbering some one hundred and eighty votes,
the opposition twenty-five and the third party
sixty-one--presuming that all the members
were present. M. Jules Favre is the leading
man of the opposition and very able de-
bater and speaker. From this it will be seen
that even if the third party jolned the oppo-
sition on any question ke two would be
largely outvoted bythe government side,

Garibaldl on the Italinn Electionw.
Garibaldi's stirring address to the Iiallan
people, published in the Hzmarp a few days
since, on the present elociions ls censured by
political men in Italy who seriously desire to
‘eonsolidate the situation of the country. The

to be judged by his words apd by bis writlngs
rather than by his actions, It would seem
that he undertakes to destroy with his pen the
resulis gained by hissword.” It is likely that
Garibaldl is irritated by the sucoess of the Pon-
tifienl government in negotiations with the
Italisn Envoy, Signor Torello, for which there
is a sort of jubllation now golng on at Rome
in ecclesinstical olrcles.

Political Morality In the United States.
That any party organization seeking to be an
influencing if not & ruling power in the State
should have for its basis a system of prinel-
ples large, important and well defined is a
truism whieh no one baving any acquainiance
with the character of party government will
for a moment question. Nor is it less certain
that in proportion as these principles are the
offspring of a sound and healthy morality so
is the party which is guided by them, and
which, by devolien and self-sacrifice, labors
for their final triumph, whether successful or
not, entitled to the gratitude of their country-
men and fo the respect and admiration of
the world. The statesmen who founded the’
American republic were noble examples of
the qualifications to which we allude. They
had a policy, » sound, healthy, moral policy;
and it is not the least of their many titles to
the gratitude of posterity that they knew what
that policy was and nobly worked it out. To
the impetus which by their characters they
gave to the infant republic we are indebted
for not a little of that success of which we are
80 justly proud.

When ati the Pittsburz Convention in 1854
the great, republican organization took prac-
tical shape and declared thatit had for its
object the extinction, within the limits of the
Union, of those twin relics of barbarism,
slavery and polygamy, it was feli by many
that there now existed a party which waa en-
titled to public confidence and which would
scareely fail of success if its avowed princi-
ples were adhered to and its objects were
wisely and faithfully pursued. That party
has Jabored, but it has not labored in wain.
It has spent its strength, but it has not spent
its strength for naught. After much toil and
prin and sacrifice one of the twin rclics of
barbarism has been removed; and it reqnires
buta fixed determination to insure the imme-
dinte removal of the other. Slavery i mno
more, and there 1s power enough in the hands
of the government to destroy polygamy to-
morrow. The republican party has thus been
eminently snceessful, bat it bas beem suc-
cessful mainly becaunse, ostensibly at least,
it has been guided by certain groat princi-
ples. No one, In fact, looking impactially at
the two great political parties which have
ruled this couniry in recent years, can refuse
to admit that failute or suceoss has been de-
termined chiefly, if not entirely, by th» absence
or the presence of a high moral purpose. The
democratic party fell beecause it hud no such
purpose; the republicam parly rose and
triumphed because it had. _The hislory
of 1ihis republio, therefore, but repeats
and gives weight to the lesson otherwise
and elsewhere taught, that in a free coualry
no party, unless identified with great moral
principles, can permanenily hold the relns of
government. Whatever may be the faults of
the individual, the great publie, as a rule, is
sound nnd healthy at the core, and in spite of
oceasional irregularitics is always found in
the long run to beat responsive to truth. It
may be led by wiwise and unprincipled rulers
for a time, but it cannot and will not be led by
them always.

1t is u guesiion not without pertinence to the
present time whether the republican party has
not, in point of fact, accomplished its mission.
Slavory is gone, and there I3 no evidence of
auy immediate intention to interfere with the
peculiar insiitusions of Mormondom. A new
platform is manifestly necessary. We must
have a freeh enunciation of principles What
is it that tbe ropublican party sets bofore
itself as its objec: in' the Muture? This is a
quesfion which many will think certain present
movemen(s warrani them o put. It will be an
unhappy thing for republicans themselves,
whatever ila offect on the nation at large, If
success in their cnse be found to have pro-
duced its too common result, and if in ihe hour
of their triumph they forget the means or
abandon the principles by which fhat triumph
was won. Indications certainly are not wanting
to show that on some of them at leusl their
principles bung somowhat loosely.

What is meant, for example, by ihis Gon-
necticut nomination? WIll the election of P.
T. Barnum as Congressional representative
convinee the world of the continnance of the
high-loned morality and loity purpose of the
republican party ! What will & man fike John
Bright think of the prospects of a party which
he has so much idolized and held up lo the
admiration of Englishmen when he sees It
stoop'ng so low and allyiug itscif with men
wheo glory in their siamo? What Is there of
high-toned morality, what of loily purpose,
what of self sacrifice, In the story of the mer
maid, in the story of Joice Heth and in the
story of the woolly horse, even as they are
told by Barnum himself? What is tho moral of
each ol these tales? What but this : that sne-
cess in itsell is justifiable, no matter how dis-
graceful the means and how wreiched the
imposture by which that success is won? It
the republican party woald not lend a
helping hand to set up successful
and deception as Its standard of public
worth throughout this great, fiee, and hitherto
prosperous couniry, we bid it bewnre of
euch unboly alliances.

Russla en the Eastern Qnestion.

The Politik (Bohemian Gazette) containg an
official letter on the Eastern gqnestion, ad-
dressed by the government of St Petersburg
to the Servian Minister of Foreign Affairs.
The following Is the text:—“Russia is not at all
disposed to adjourn the solution of the Eastern
question. She does not wish to hear anything
more said about coneclliation between the Turks
| and Christians. Let the Christians obtain their

and its subjects; for if they did interfere Russis
he foreed to take up actively the de-
fenoe of the Christians. Rusela desires that
Turkey-in-Burope be replaced by tliree federal
Btates, namely, Serria, Roumania and Greece,
with a central government at Constantinople,”
This Russian programme has the great virtae
of belng Intelligible,

A Barca or Ranroao Joms v TeR Lomia-

schemes have been favorably reporied on by
the commlltéo of the Assembly at Albany,
namely, the Brondway and Lexington avenue,
the Christopher street crosstown line, the
One Hundred and Twenty-fifth street line, the
Avenue C and the Spring railronds,
These are but a pordon of different rail-
roads which it is inlended to impose upon

by people who are scquainted with the manipue
lation of these railroad schemes that the inten-
tlon is to hook the whole together and secure &
railroad on Broadway and a general cross,
town line. In this way the axe grinders expect
to carry the bill through

The Law and the Milliary Commanders over
m ..l".a

The military commanders appointed by the
President over the flve military districts into
which the ten outside rebel States are divided
are as follows :—First district, Virginis, Gen-
eral J. M. Schofield ; second, North and South
Carolina, General D. E. Sigkles ; third, Georglas,
Florida and Alabamas, Genersl G. H. Thomas ;
fourth, Mississippi and Arkansas, General B
0. C. Ord ; fifth, Louisiana and Texas, General
P. H. Bheridan. These are excellent appoint-
ments ; for not only are these officers men
of superior administrative capabilities and
spproved loyalty and honesty, but each in his
district has been tried and bas had the expe-
rience already as the military commander
therein which fully qualifies him to enter intel-
ligently upon his larger responsibjlities in this
new and comprehensive work of reconstrme-
tion. In the next place, in these appeintments
President Johnson has manilested in the high-
est degree his purpose to “see the law faith-
fully executed,” and to avoid if possible any
farther conflict with Congress; because, if we
are not mistaken, every one of these command-
ers in his departmental duties or asa witness
before Congress has, to a greater or lesw
extent, come Into confiict with Mr. Johnsom
and his policy in the course of the last iwo
years. General Grant, we are assured, Is and
bas been among the believers in this Con-
gressional policy of Southern reconstruction,”
and while his recommendation of these officers
is conclusive in their favor, the Presldent’s
adoption of them is the best evidence that
could be asked in his behalf as the chief exeou-
tive officer of the law.

The supplemental bill now before the Senate
providing the machinery of State reorganiza-
tion will probably be passed in substantially
its present shape before the end of the week.
It provides for a registration of voters, whites
and blacks, under an oath of loyalty, the
rules for the election of & Stafe conventlon, &c.,
and for the payment of all these incidental
expenses—the military branch by the federal
treasury, and the civil proceedings under thn
law by each State concerned. It provides, too,
that all these elections shall be by ballot, tha
ubject being to probibit the viva voce system,
under which bad men might intimidate or mark
for future vengeance the voter- opposed to
their ticket. It was under the viva voce
system in Virginia, In 1855, that Heury A.
Wise, the democrutic candidate for Governor,
broks down the great and alarming Know
Nothing organization of that day. “ Watch
them,” said he, “whon they come up to the polls
and call out their vote, and you will know
them bereafter.” Upon this hint Bemator
Trumbull has acted in providing in this bill
that these Southern elections shall be by ballot.

Itis to be hoped that Congress will pass this

In the House of Representatives the Hom.
Fernando Wood and the Hon. Ben Butler
were among the speakers against the proposed
appropriation of a million of dollars for the
rellef of the siarving people of the rebel
States. Buller squarely opposed
priation on the ground of his bitter
animosities against those people; W
posed it on constitutional seruples,
of the opinion that Congress has no
tional power to save poor women
dren from starvation; for oharity thus
“trenches upon State rights, In (his 1
wirile Buller makes himself odious,
makos himself ridiculous. Why did not
Morriasey step in with the law and the
and put them down straight from the shoulderf
We bave had enough of Butler, Wood and
Brooks to Inst for some time. We want lo
hear trom Morrissey. He is an open-hearted
man. What has he to say of the constiiw-
tionality of feeding the siarving women and
children of the South? Let us hear, Mr. Mor-
rissey. -

The Fonlans,

The Feniaus had a wonderfal mass meeting
in Union square on Wednesday night. In
numbers present, in the pervading spirit of
nasemblage, in the drift of the speeches
in the points of applause there was
interest the philosopher, the stateaman or
historian. There Is good in this thing or
is mischief in it. What does it mean?
speakers on this occasion warmly
aclive Intervention by the United Siates, or
passive assistance, after the fashion of British
Ideas of belligerent rights in the matter of our
late rebellion. But even upon this ground,
from all the information that has reached us,
we could not help the Fenlans. Their risinge
in Ireland have not yet assumed the character
of an organiged rebellion, although many Fenl-
ans here believe that there is a general revols
and that the facts do not redch us through the
cable. It is oven ramored that Sir Froderick
Bruce, from Washington, has advised his gov-
ernment to send no news by the cable of the
Fenlans or the operations against them in Ire-

;
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upon Canada. At all events the Fenlan ex-
citement of last summer is rovived here, and it
appears to be assuming a dceper and more de-
liberate purpose. Of course the firsat neceasity
and the first demand is money, and money,
more enutiously, however, than it was poured
in upon Fenian treasurers last summer, is
conilng in ngalp. Dut what will become of thia
money should itsoon appear, beyond any pos-

Naslone exclaims:—“Woe to Garlbaldi If he is | Tone.—We poreetve that several city raflroad | sibility of doubt, that the revolutionary «fforé

in Ireland for the present is mappressed ! The
money will be loat ; for who is (o be called to
account for it, and how !

It sirikes us that ite true polley for our
Amerioan Fenlans who have money to spare
for Ireland’s libeérntion, and who are resolved
to give it on the Arst opportunily for actlion, iy

first to be sure of this opportunity. The

us. There are more to come. I\ Is supposed | promises and flatteries of our blarneying

land, for fear ibat it may result in another raid
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